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Students tackle dropouts
By Sandy Garrett, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Friday, February 13, 2009
Adults don't always have the answers, even to critical problems, so that is why we have recruited a talented, insightful group of high school students to advise us on key issues related to dropout prevention.

The inaugural State Superintendent's Student Advisory Council met for the first time this week in Oklahoma City. I challenged the 50 young men and women from across the state to first tackle and provide us feedback related to the school dropout problem. These 50 students were selected from a field of 400 applicants based on the strength of their applications.

The Council is geographically diverse with 10 students representing each of the five congressional districts.  The students range from high school freshman to seniors, in small, medium, suburban and urban districts.

Why did I choose the dropout issue as the first issue for this impressive group to tackle? Because before the final bell rings on any given school day in Oklahoma, there will be students who decide to leave and never return to earn their diploma. This is tragic.

So, this week, we asked those who may have great advice for us, the students in our high schools today, to give us their thoughts, ideas and solutions on dropout prevention and intervention.  

The students discussed issues such as: the motivation for dropping out, what students can do to help prevent dropouts, the role teachers, counselors and principals play, state law and policies concerning dropout prevention and alternatives to traditional education.

The State Superintendent's Student Advisory Council had much to say. They expressed their views articulately and with much conviction. We were so impressed that we will be including much of their input into the agenda for the Oklahoma Statewide Dropout Summit, on Wednesday, March 25, at Oklahoma Christian University, in Oklahoma City. The summit is being organized by the State Department of Education in partnership with America’s Promise Alliance and supported by State Farm Insurance.

Our Student Advisory Council will meet again during the summit and then tackle additional topics on dates in the future.

We know there is no easy fix or cure-all to the problem of dropouts.  It is a complex problem that too often stems from poor support at home and risky behavior.  But, we do know that in order to find successful solutions we must listen to the young people in our classrooms today, as well as recent dropouts, educators and employers.

Every Oklahoma student deserves the opportunity to succeed. And, I look forward to collaborating with the newly formed State Superintendent's Student Advisory Council on how our state can do a better job of creating those opportunities for our young people. With a fragile national economy and the challenge of global competition, it has never been more important.

For more information about the State Superintendent's Student Advisory Council or to see a list of the members, visit <www.sde.state.ok.us>.
Read to a child – the benefits last a lifetime!
[image: image1.png]Education
Results 2009

by Sandy Garrett
State Superintendent





<www.sde.state.ok.us>

EDITORS: For more information, contact Shelly Hickman, State Department of Education, (405) 521-3371.
