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It’s test time!
By Sandy Garrett, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Friday, March 20, 2009
Test may be a “four-letter word” to many of us, but it's a necessity in education today.
Annual testing allows students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the state's curriculum standards, the Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS). Student and classroom level results can then convey information which can guide classroom instruction and curriculum decisions at the classroom, school and district levels.
Beginning with the freshman class this year, state End-of-Instruction (EOI) tests at the secondary level, will determine who earns a high school diploma. Students must pass Algebra I, English II, and two of the other five exams which includes: Algebra II, Geometry, English III, Biology I, and U.S. History.  This is a key requirement in state law in an effort to award high school students a more rigorous college- and work-ready diploma, thus making our diploma more meaningful.
Since 1990, state tests also have helped determine schools' performance; and, since 2002, whether or not they are making Adequate Yearly Progress under the federal No Child Left Behind Act.
By state law, tests are given each spring to students in Grades 3-8 and at the end of courses in high school. There are three types of core curriculum tests within the state's testing program: General Assessments; Modified Alternate Assessments for special education students whose Individualized Education Programs specify them; and Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program Portfolio Assessments for those with significant cognitive disabilities.

 State testing in the spring begins in mid-April and concludes by May 15, though test schedules for districts on trimesters, those on block schedules or those doing year-round schooling are slightly different. Find out when your local school district will be administering state tests to your students. 
Testing time can be stressful.  Parents can help ease students' anxieties by:

•
Encouraging them to do their best,

•
Making sure they get enough rest and eat well,

•
Dressing them in comfortable clothes, and

•
Stressing the importance of pacing themselves and reading each question carefully.

On the State Department of Education's Web site, <www.sde.state.ok.us>, there are numerous resources for students, parents and teachers to be prepared for state testing and which will likely answer any question you might have about the state's student testing program. Please utilize those resources as well as any materials sent home by your children's teachers as testing time nears.

Look for detailed report cards on how your student performed on the state tests this summer!
Read to a child – the benefits last a lifetime!
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EDITORS: For more information, contact Shelly Hickman, State Department of Education, (405) 521-3371.
