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Record Number High School Students

Named Oklahoma Academic Scholars
By Sandy Garrett, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Friday, March 27, 2009
I have the most exciting news to share with you!


This week the State Department of Education and I are honoring 2,358 Oklahoma Academic Scholars - the most in our state's history!


The Oklahoma Academic Scholars program has been in existence since 1991. According to our records, that year there were 1,122 scholars recognized. 


Considering Oklahoma’s high school curriculum has expanded and expectations for high school students has been significantly raised, the fact that we have a record Oklahoma Academic Scholars is especially impressive.


Oklahoma Academic Scholars have their accomplishment noted on their official high school transcripts. The requirements for the distinction are:

- Minimum (non weighted) grade point average of 3.7 on a 4.0 scale or be in the top 10 percent of their class;

- Expectation of completion of the curricular requirements for a high school diploma in the spring of 2009; and

- Achieving either a minimum composite score of 27 on the ACT college-entrance exam or a combined verbal and mathematics score of 1,220 on the SAT I.


The list of Oklahoma Academic Scholars in alphabetical order of their high school can be found at the agency's Web site, www.sde.state.ok.us. Please recognize the outstanding young men and women from your local area who worked so hard to earn this state distinction.


And, let me I also extend my congratulations to the parents, grandparents, foster parents and teachers who helped support the exceptional young people we are honoring as Oklahoma Academic Scholars this week.


If every student in our state had the support network and encouragement these adults have provided this year’s Academic Scholars every step along their way, just think of what all of our students and this state could accomplish.


Much congratulations to this year’s honorees!
Read to a child – the benefits last a lifetime!
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EDITORS: For more information, contact Shelly Hickman, State Department of Education, (405) 521-3371.
