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Graduates: It’s about choices for success
By Sandy Garrett, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Friday, May 15, 2009
Over the next few weeks, young men and women from around the state will walk across a stage and receive one of the most important documents of their lives so far – a diploma.  


No matter students' future plans, this should not prompt them to close the book on their education.  Graduation needs to mark the end of one chapter and the beginning of the next.  


At this moment, graduating seniors are making some important choices about what happens next, including whether to go to college, CareerTech or the workforce.  This is the time for family members to help make sure graduates are considering all the possibilities and gathering information about the opportunities available to them.


It is amazing how many choices graduates have in the world today.  When I graduated from Stilwell High School, there were not that many paths to a career. Now the possibilities seem endless.    


This past year, more women had earned high school diplomas, as well as associate, bachelor’s and master’s degrees, than men, according to the U.S. Census Bureau’s “Educational Attainment in the United States: 2008” report. 


The bureau also reports that workers in 2008 with a bachelor’s degree earn about $26,000 more on average than workers with a high school diploma. Thus, the decisions young Oklahomans make now will have a dramatic impact on what their future holds. 


I hope all high school students are discussing their ideas with family members and other adults they trust, and perhaps are even seeking the opinions of those working in the career fields in which they are interested or already know they would like to pursue. 

Making rigid life plans are not necessary. Being inquisitive, ambitious and attaining marketable skills and knowledge are what is important, as career paths can often change several times in life.  The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics states that Americans change jobs an average of 10 times during their working life.
Back in 2004, Secretary of Education Richard Riley reported that the top 10 jobs that will be in demand in 2010 were not in existence and would be using technologies that had not been invented.  This is why learning how to learn new skills is key.
Graduation is an exciting time and I hope each and every young person will make the most of the choices that lie ahead. 
Learning continues in school, in life or on the job. Remember that graduation is not the end of something old, but the beginning of something new.
Read to a child – the benefits last a lifetime!
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EDITORS: For more information, contact Shelly Hickman, State Department of Education, (405) 521-3371.
