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State Superintendent Sandy Garrett Receives

the 2009 James M. Goodman Friend of Geography Award
OKLAHOMA CITY - The Oklahoma Alliance for Geographic Education has awarded State Superintendent Sandy Garrett the 2009 James M. Goodman Friend of Geography Award.

Named in memory of the alliance's founder, former chair of the University of Oklahoma Department of Geography and Geographer at the National Geographic Society, the annual award honors an individual whose efforts have advanced the study and knowledge of geography in the state of Oklahoma.

Oklahoma Alliance for Geographic Education officials said the award also recognizes a person whose vision, efforts, talents, and perseverance have kept the focus of his or her fellows on the importance of preparing young people to be informed, contributing and participating citizens of a culturally diverse and globally interconnected world. Former James M. Goodman Friend of Geography award recipients include former state Sen. Penny Williams, Dr. Ed Pugh and Ms. Lou Kerr.

“State Superintendent Garrett was selected as the Friend of Geography to recognize her unwavering support of geographic education in our state,” said Dr. Gary M. Gress, coordinator of the alliance. “Her dedication to keeping social studies as an important part of the curriculum and to improving the global awareness of Oklahoma students has been evidenced throughout her career and makes her a worthy recipient of this award.”

Garrett said she is "honored and humbled" to receive the prestigious award named after a man she admired, and she is proud of the schools' accomplishments in the area of geography and the broader subject of social studies.

"There may not ever have been a more important time for Oklahoma students to be knowledgeable and aware of the world and its various cultures and peoples," Garrett said. "We are one of only a few states that actually test students in the subject of geography, and both at the elementary and secondary levels in history. As Thomas Friedman writes in 'The World Is Flat,' international barriers are shrinking and, as such, the global knowledge and awareness of Oklahoma young people must continue to expand in order for them, Oklahoma and this nation to remain competitive."  

The Oklahoma Alliance for Geographic Education (OKAGE), is headquartered at the University of Oklahoma in Norman and is an affiliate of the National Geographic Society, a national network of state geographic alliances and geography organizations. OKAGE conducts collaborative projects with programs and organizations that support and enhance geographic education in Oklahoma and provides workshops and teaching materials for K-12 teachers of geography in Oklahoma. See www.okageweb.org for more information. 
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