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42 Schools Identified for 2009 Needs Improvement List;
15 Schools from 2008 List Exit, 20 Others Chart Progress

OKLAHOMA CITY - The State Board of Education today at its regular monthly meeting received
the 2009 Schools in Need of Improvement List (see attached) as required by the federal No
Child Left Behind Act.

State Superintendent Sandy Garrett said that 42 Oklahoma schools have been identified for the
20009 list, as compared to 45 identified last year.

To be identified for the Schools in Need of Improvement List, a school must fail to make
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in one or more performance benchmarks for two consecutive
years. For elementary schools, those benchmarks are math and reading achievement; percent
of students tested in math and reading; and attendance. The benchmarks for secondary schools
are math and reading achievement; percent of students tested in math and reading; and
graduation rate.

Schools must reach all of the benchmarks in every socioeconomic student group to avoid
making the list. And, to be removed from the list, a school must make AYP for two consecutive
years in the benchmark(s) that landed them on the list.

"It's very encouraging that 15 of the schools that were on the list last year are exiting because
they have made two years of steady progress," Garrett said. "Moreover, 20 other schools from
last year's list made AYP this year, so they will be removed if they make progress again this
year," Garrett said.

As required in federal law, schools on the School Improvement List are subject to sanctions or
interventions ranging from offering school choice and providing supplemental services to
students, to required reorganization of the school or district, depending on the number of years
schools remain on the list.

In addition, Garrett said that Oklahoma State Department of Education School Support teams
and curriculum specialists will provide assistance and guidance to schools identified for the list.
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View School Improvement List, 2009 (pdf)
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