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Teachers Present State Superintendent Sandy Garrett with 2009 ‘Vision Award’
OKLAHOMA CITY - State Superintendent Sandy Garrett was surprised with being named the 2009 Vision Award recipient earlier this week by the Oklahoma State Teachers of the Year Association.

The honor came during the 19th Annual Celebration of Teaching event Monday at Oklahoma State University. The event was attended by about 300 classroom teachers, National Board certified teachers and prospective teachers. The event also featured 2008 National Teacher of the Year Michael Geisen, a science teacher from Prineville, Ore., and 2008 Oklahoma Teacher of the Year Heather Sparks, an Oklahoma City algebra teacher, and was sponsored by the Oklahoma State Teachers of the Year Association, the Oklahoma State University College of Education, and the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education Minority Teacher Recruitment Center.

The third annual Vision Award is given by the state Teachers of the Year Association and the OSU College of Education to an Oklahoman who exhibits extraordinary vision and leadership in the field of education.

Former (1980) Oklahoma Teacher of the Year Sherry Morgan of Sand Springs said Garrett was the association's enthusiastic choice because she has elevated public education and the teaching profession in Oklahoma.

"Sandy Garrett has raised the standards in education and is an outstanding lady, leader and educator," said Morgan. "Just look at everything she has accomplished while she's been in office - from overseeing the implementation of a state curriculum and accountability system, to developing our preK programs to be the standard bearer for the nation, to technology in the classroom, alternative education. Why, she has done it all. She has even elevated the Oklahoma Teacher of the Year program to being the most nationally and financially recognized teacher of the year recognition program."

Garrett said she was honored to accept the award in front of colleagues who were dedicated to their profession and also before enthusiastic, prospective teachers who would soon be beginning their careers.

"I appreciate and am humbled by what was an unexpected award, especially because Oklahoma teachers are consistently rated in the top 10 among all states. To be recognized by the best among the best is a particularly high honor," she said.

She added: "Being a teacher is a labor of love, challenging you every day to stretch your knowledge and creativity to the limit. There is no doubt being a classroom teacher has helped me to recognize new opportunities for schools and to work with all stakeholders - be they lawmakers, business leaders, civic volunteers, or the men and women leading our classrooms - to make education a top priority in our great state."
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